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JRDERED, That Eliphaler Dyer and Phineas 
? Strong, Eſqrs; return the Thanks of this Aſ- 
fant; to the Rev'd Samuel! Lockwood, for his 
SERMON delivered betore the Aſſembly on the 
12th Inſtant, and defire a -Copy thereof chat 1 
. be e . 
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DE A ie as r ee 


RO M A N 8 XIII. 4. 
F OR be rs ; the wir of 60D to thee for good. 


g N AYD s man was formed a ſociable crea- 
N NY ture, capable of the delights and 
% advantages of ſocial life; to be 
8 \ enjoyed in purſuing his own good, 
N with that of others at the fame 
4 time ; conſequently, his happineſs 
5 in degree muſt conſiſt, in the 
e of thoſe ſocial virtues eſſential to his 


nature. And that theſe may be gratified, there . 


muſt be opportunity had therefor. Which is 
obtained in ſome meaſure, by. men's forming 


85 into ſociety and connections; each. individual 
becoming 
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becoming a inember of the community ; whereby, 
they may be mutually ſerviceable to each other ; 
and promote the good of the whole collectively. 
e For the ſtrength of each member united, forme 
the ſtrength of the whole: body: defigned for 
general ſecurity and publick bappineſs. And 
capacitates all, both rulers and ſubjects, to ſerve 
GOD and their generation, better than their 
condition would permit them to do, while un- 
5 connected individuals. 


THIS appears to be an 1 dictate of- 


nature. For 'tis ſuppoſed that all, even the moſt 
ignorant and barbarous nations on earth, entirely 
deſtitute of the light of divine revelation, are 
under at leaſt, ſome general political rules of 
government. Nor can a people ſubſiſt in a vi- 
cinity, with any tolerable ſafety without it. For 
tis obſerved, that a ſtate of mere anarchy, | is a 
ſtate of perpetual war; where no ſecurity, or 
bocial e can be expected. 


50 vaRIOUS are the forms of civil. government, 
that have obtained in different countries, through. 
ſucceſſive ages. Tis evidently the will of GOD, 5 
and agreeable to the nature of man, to form into 
ſocieties; not vr of a religious, but likewiſe 
: 1 7 OW cf; 
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. 2 political nature; For mitt good and pub- 
lick benefit. But he has not been pleated to 
give us the particular form of it, to be perpe- 
tually obſer ved by all generations. This appears 
to be left emong the diſcretionaries to the ſons 
of men. As all are born free, therefore antecedent 
to all combinations, no one has an inhereut, 
independent, underived power and right of Kami, 
nion over his e 


BUT in an unconnected ſtate of independent f 
5 liberty, nothing forbids a people, by mutual con- 
ſent incorporating, and becoming a body politick, 


5 conſiſting of rulers and ſubjects; which is com- 


priſed in the idea of civil government. And the 


ſubjects may give up of their rights, liberties and 


properties; and put all that power into the hands 
of the rulers, /o far, as is neceſſary to aniwer the 
good ends of government : the publick ſafety and 
happineſs. And when this is done by free con- 
ſent, and mutual compact, it becomes the moddle 
of government the band of ſociety :—it limits 
the power of the rulers—ſecures the rights of the 
: eee the ſtandard of juſtice for rulers, and 
ſubjects—and the regulaning- meaſure of duty to 
both, ane 


THERE 
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THERE is (probably) no human form of 


government on earth, free of all poſſible inconve- 


niencies. And perhaps no one form can ſute the 


ſtate and genius of every nation (if of any one) 


at all times. Which probably is one reaſon of 


that multifarious government that obtains in the 
world of mankind. 


BUT, the Britiſh 125 1 086 of thies 
branches; to check, moderate, and temper each 
other ; it is imagined is preferable to any other, 
we have the knowledge of. GOD grant, the 


Britiſh conſtitution may long continue !—the juſt 
claims of the crown and fubjef, be mutually ac- 
knowledged, and fully enjoyed: without which 


the good ends of government may not be looked 
for. 


WIEN men in 1 PIO (under the direct- 
ing and diſpoſing providence of GOD) are, by 


the ſuffrages of electors, put into ſeats of power 


and government, (ſo far as it correſponds with _ 
the divine will,) GOD as it were ratifies it; 
| whereby they become civil miniſters of GOD: 
and as ſuch are to be acne nete, and treated 
by; the — e 15 
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THUS the context : Let every foul be ſub ject 


undo the higher powers. For there is no power, but 
of GOD : the powers that be are ordained of GOD. 
l, hoſoe ver therefore refiſteth the power, reſiſteth the 


7 ordinance of GOD, Burt leſt any ſhould be filled 


with unneceſſary apprehenſions from the civil 
ſword, St. Paul adds, wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the power? do that which is good, and thou 
ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame, For civil power, as 
an ordinance of GOD, was never deſigned to 
hurt the innocent; but to protect and defend 
them; as well as to puniſh offenders. For as in 
the text he (that is the civil magiſtrate) 7s 7he 
miniſter of GOD to thee for good. As this will 


be the effect and conſequeace of wife government, 
_ duly exerciſed, and chearfully ſubmitted to for 
_ conſcience ſake. 


THE words thus introduced, invite our atten - 
tion to three things. 


5 CIVIL rulers are an ordinance of GOD. 5 
| —He is the miniſter of 60. 


THE ſub ect, concerning and aver aha 


N government is to be exerciſed ; i. e. the people 


under government. F or be 70 Toe e of | GOD „ 


70 Thee. — es : 
B IT, THE 
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III. THE great, and priory end of eb 
government, {ſubordinate to GOD's glory } is the 


good of mankind, or the public“ intereſt. He is 
the miniſter . 60 to 1 for gue: 5 


Of theſe in order. 


5 CIVIL. rulers. are an ordinance of GOD. 


1 . 15 the winter LE GOD. 


70 evidence which we may obſerve, 


FIRST, 


- THAT it is s apparently ende to the will 
of GOD, as his ordinance, evidently pointed. 
out, and preſcribed in the ſacred oracles ; that 


there ſhould be rulers and ſubjects, with expreſt 


duties enjoined upon rulers, by divine authority, 


to act in character, as civil miniſters of GOD. 


And I need not depart from the text, and context, 


fully to eſtabliſh the point in view. St. Paul 
expreſsly ſays, There is no power but of GOD : 
5 no juſt power that GOD will ever own) 
the powers that be, are ordained. of GOD. ho- 
ſo ever therefore reſiſteb the power, (with which 
the civil magiſtrate is properly inveſted, and duly 


exerciſes), e the ordinance 0 GOD. For 


2 SI 
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te 1s the miniſter of GOD. For which reaſon, 


rebellion againſt juſt authority, properly exerciſed, 


is refilting an ordinance of GOD ; and not of 


man only. The civil magiſtrate is a revenger in 


GOD's ſtead, 70 execute wrath upon him that doth 


evil. For this he does, not in a private capacity, 


but as GOD's miniſter and ſervant. This chap- 


ter, which is called by ſome, the politicks of St. 
Paul, ſufficiently confirms the truth cf the pro- 
poſition. But as this point has often been largely 


diſcuſſed in this detk, on a like occaſion, I hall 


; but touch upon ; and proceed to lay, 


SECONDLY, _ 
IHA the directin ng and over-r ruliog provi- 


dence of GOD, is ſpecially concerned, in the 
diſpoſal of civil power and authority ; into the 
hands of individuals for publick ute, This is 


o manifeſt a truth, that it cannot be denied; 


without denying GOD's government over his 1 1 
world : to do which, is no better than ſaying 
there is no GOD. Por there is no event can take 
place 1 in the univerſe, unconnected with the go- 


VErabngs and 1 Pagunenee of GOD. 


AND as it is the pleaſure. of RBEAVEN, that 
thete ſhould be magiſtrates, to protect the inno- 
| cent—puniſh the ed a guar rd the peace ot 


; tociety ;: 
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ſociety ; ſo there is evidently 7he hand of divine 
Providence, in directing to the particular perſons 
for rulers. Which ſeems to be more eſpeciallyy 
concerned in this, than in many other matters. 


For the ſupreme Ruler himſelf, has been wont 


5 even in the mot free elective lates. For GOD 1 
i, 08 : 


ſometimes, to intereſt himſelf, ſo far, as to nomi- 
nate and appoint the individuals: as Saul, David, 
Solomon and others. Thus, he called Cyrus by 
name, at leaſt two hundred years before he was 
born, to rule over the Perſian empire; and to do 
ſignal ſervice for GOD, and his people. Thus 
faith the LORD to bis. anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe 
right-hand I have holden, to ſubdue nations before 
im For Jacob my ſervant's ſake, and Ijrael 
; mine lee, I Hove even called thee oy thy. name. bY 


INDEED, the Appen providence of GOD, 
18 evidently concerned in events, to men, the 
moſt contingent and fortuitous. As the wiſe 
man obſerves, The lot is caſt into the lap : but the 
whole d1ſpoſing thereof is of the LORD. * With 
great truth and propriety then we may ſay, that 
| the providential hand of the ſupreme Ruler of the 


world, is very ſpecially concerned in the diſpoſal _ 
of government over men: and that equally _ 


4 Tia . | 1 _ * Proy. xvi. 33. 5 
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has the hearts x all men, as wall as of kings, in 
his hand: and as the rivers of water, he turneth 
them whitherſoever he will. 


1 5 And to fay, 


THIRDLY, Civil miniſters are an ordinance 
of GOD, in as much as it is by direction and 
aſſiſtance from GOD, they are enabled to act up 
to their character, in diſcharging the truſt repoſed 
in them. The divine ſyſtem of moral govern- 
ment, holds forth much light and direction to 


civil rulers ; and the more they conform to it, 


in heart and in life, the better will they anſwer 
to the appellation given them as Gods ; and more 
effectually reach their character, as civil miniſters 
of GOD, for publick good to mankind. 


£ AND we find wiſdom itlelf, (or CHRIST) 
expreſsly ſays, Counſel is mine, and ſound wiſdom 
Jam underſtanding ; I have ſtrength. By me 


lings reign, and princes decree juſtice. By me prin= 


Ons rule, and nobles, even all the Juages of tbe earth. | 


RS ' KING Solomon ſays, The king's heart ts in the 

1 hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water : he 

„ turneth it whither ſoever he will. * And N upon 
7 „5 his N 


25 | Prov, Vil, 14, 15, 16. Prov. xxl. 1. 0 
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| his acceſſion to the jewiſh throne, although he 
was ſecond to none for wiſdom ; yet ſenſible of 
the importance of his exalted Kation, and his- 
need of divine aids to ſway the ſcepter in righh- 
teouſneſs; he aſked for an underſtanding heart, 
to diſcern judgment, and rule over ſo great a 
people. This he preferred to any other gift, when 
put to his option: and the thing pleaſed the 
LORD; who not only granted his requeſt, but 
added likewiſe riches and honour. ; 
A ſenſible dependence. « on GOD the fubreme 

Ruter, and exhauſtleſs ſource of light, underſtan- 
ding and wiſdom for direction and aſſiſtance, is 


____ highly becoming political rulers. And doubtleſs | 


every one of that dignified character, whoſe hearts 
are warmed and influenced by the love of GOD, 
and benevolence to man, will fervently Jolice, 


- and earneſtly aſk wiſdom of HIM, who giveth to 


all men 8 and upbraideth not. * That he 


may riſe up to the character of a ſervant, and 


inſtrument of GOD, for publick good to man- 


kind: whoſe happineſs he feels himſelf intereſted : 
"Ms and deeply concerned to 8 Fo = 


Which brings into view, the | 


1 il. General propoſition, viz. 


THE 


1 1 Kings chap. 3. e 5. 
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THE ſubjef, concerning and over whom, civil 
government is to be exerciſed : 1. e. the people under 
government. Hei 70 the min iter of GOD to Tur s. 


_ THIS is the next, and immediate ob je, that 
claims the attention of civil rulers. Tis expreſ- 
ſed in the text by the word THEE ; Which altho' 
it be of the ſingular number, yet in this connexion 
it admits of a plural conſtruction. It means the 
ſubjeas over whom civil miniſters of GOD are 
ſet. 
 __ RULERS and ſubjects are 1 in free 
_ elective ſtates (like this colony), they have a ne- 
ceſſary relation to, and mutual dependence on 
each other: Nor can it be otherwiſe in all re- 
ipects, fo long as that relation ſubſiſts. 1 
GOD never ordained magiſtracy, and by his. 
diſpoſing providence advanced men to ſeats of 
dignity and authority over others, to have /e, 
and their own private intereſt, the grand object 
to aim at. Such a thought, would be a diſhon- 
orable reflection upon the wiſdom and benevo- 
| lence of the ſupreme Ruler. — i. 
NO one can pretend that civil government, 5 
as an ordinance of GOD, was ever deſigne d to 


advance men to ſeats of dignity and rule, to plume. > 


. themſelves with the gilded feathers of ſtate ; in 


order to indulge floth—luxury—and avarice, at 
- pabhick 
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public expence. Much leſs wantonly to exet- 
ciſe the power with which they are inveſted, in 
acting the tyrant, Nor yet, to improve fawning 
dependents and parricides, to oppreſs the ſubjects. 
with unconſtitutional decrees, and unrighteous 


__. meaſures, which they will greedily execute, for 


a low title, and a piece of bread. Surely no. 
60 D's inſtitutions are all worthy of bimſelf. 


CIVIL: RULERS are to fix their 7 and 
their hearts too, upon the intereſting concerns 
of their ſubjects; ſo far as they are found within 


the proviſte of rulers. And if they looſe ſight 


of that object, they will miſs the mark; and fail 
of reaching the end of their inftitution. For it 
muſt be remembred, that, rulers (as an ordinance 
of GOD,) are made for the people; and not people 
for the rulers. And they are by divine appoint- 
ment, to attend continually upon this very thing. 
And in return, a tribute of honour, love, fear, 
ſubjection and reward; in proportion to the dig- 
nity of their reſpective departments and ſervices, | 


is their due from the ſubjet. Thus ſays the 


Apoſtle to the Gentiles: Wherefore, ye muſt needs 


be ſubject, not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 


abe. For, for this cauſe, pay you tribute a 44% 
for they are 60 D' miniſters, attending continu- 
2 wes this very +. Render e to all 

| ; _ their 
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their duese tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom 
to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to 
whom bonour. } And a general reaſon for which, 
is ſummed up in the words of our text; For he 


7s the min ror of GOD 10 the for Zeod. 
AND this turas our attention. to the 


"Mt; GENERAL obſervation, vie 
THE great and primary end of civil govern- 


ment, (next to the honour of 60D, is the god 


| of mankind; or the publick intereſt. For be i 
the miniſter of GOD to thee for Goo. 
THIS is the very end, for which the GOD of 

Heaven inſtituted the order. It is an expreſſion 
of divine benevolence to the children of men; 
whereby they are put into a capacity of acting 
agreeable to their ſocial nature; and thereby of 
promoting their own, and each others happineſs. 
And what lower end can render it expedient, or 
| beneficial for men born free; to give up certain 
native rights to others, and ſubject themſelves to 
e 3 e into civil ſociety. 


SURELY. no people, who 3 0 d the 4 
5 ſweets of liberty, and enjoyed the happineſs of 


freedom, would ever do it; 7 but from a rational 
= „„ probed 5 


: 1 Cont. 55 7 
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proſpect of benefit to the whole, and to each 
individual. Not to looſe, but with a ſpecial view 
to ſecure and perpetuate their perſonal liberties 
and properties, unmoleſted ; as well as to enjoy the 
pleeſures of ſocial — to be found in ſociety 
Only. 5 
AND. bow this may be effected by the civil 
magiſtrate, comes no- nee under con- 
ſideration. 


AND this depends, . 5 
FIRST, Upon civil rulers themſelves being 
good; fearers of GOD, and haters of covetouſneſs. 
—The GOD of Ijrael ſaid, the rock of 1jrael ſpake 
to me; he that ruleth over men muſt be juſt, ruling 
in the fear of GOD. This qualification GOD 
— himſelf requires in civil rulers ; that they 


be men of ſtrict probity, vertue and religion; 


| who pay a ſacred regard to the honour of GOD; | 
po tp whom kings reign, and Fee decree juſtice. 


THE Chriſtian 5 Agen, (and that only). can 


EE fully inſtruct us in our duty : which conſiſts in 


the love, fear, and veneration of the DEITY. 
From this 7007, the moral and ſocial vertues ſpring, 


with univerſal benevolence to mankind. When 


civil rulers are influenced by this ſpirit, nothing ? 
can intimidate, . voting: obſtruct. them in their 


keene 
i Sam. 25. 3. : 


. Siemens. 0 
b For he whoſe heart is warmed with 
divine love, or (in the emphatic language of in- 
ſpiration) 7oucht with a coal from the holy altar, 


is above frowns or flatteries ; and moves in an 


_ exalted ſphere, calm and unſhaken : uninfluenced 
with bribes, and ſuperior to oppoſition. Vice, 
tho' it has his ſcorn, yet has his pity too. 55. 
tor his charity, his benevolence, is univerſally 
extended to all. With this ſpirit there is a beau- 
tiful coalition of ſelf-love and benevolence : for 
both are gratified in promoting the good of man- 
kind. When this is the governing temper in 
civil rulers, it will effectually induce them, to 
make the divine oracles the man of their counſel; 
and fetch their maxims of government from 
thener, where the beſt are to be found. 


WICKED. rulers, "who: ſear not the Lord; 
are a Curſe to a people, over whom they are ſet. 
King David ſays, The wicked walk on every ſide, 
when the vileſt men are exalted. * GOD has 
ſometimes given ſuch ; but it was in anger, and in 
jadgment; to punith the madneſs of the times, 

and chaſtiſe a rebellious people. As were ſome 
of the kings of Iſrael and Judah ; who did evil 
in the fight of the LokD, and cauſed the people 


to tranſgreſs. For it is an undoubted truth, that 


when corruption: lies at, or near the fountain 3 3-3 
18 : 
* Pſalm xii, 7 
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is much more dangerous and hurtful in its conſe- 
quences and effects, than when found in ſome 
remote ſtreams only. * 

' THUS, we find the impure fiream, opened 
by Jeroboam the king of Iſrael, in eſtabliſhing 
idolatry, took a wide ſpread ; and run to the end 
of that unhappy kingdom. Hence that ſtigma 
is fixt upon him by GOD himſelf ; Feroboam the 

ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to tn: 
WE might inſtance likewiſe in wicked Haman, 


- Hhat prime miniſter in the Perſian empire; - Who 


had ſo great aſcendency over the king his maſter, 
as to induce him to a compliance with, and rati- 
fication of, his impolitic and deteſtable plan; 
for cruſhing, and extirpating all the Jews in the 
realm, by a general carnage: which would have 
been much to the king's damage. The unrigh- 


teous and murderous edit, was ſealed with the 


royal ſignet, and forwarded with haſty diſpatch, 


to the remoteſt colonies in the empire: to be 


executed, within a preſcribed limited time. But 
GOD, in his good providence, by the wiſe coun- 
| ſel of Mordecai, and interceſſion of the queen ; 
defeated the execrable deſign, of that corrupt 


0 miniſter; and brought him, through much diſ- |. 
grace, to a condign puniſhment : for he ſought — 


himſelf, and not the Publick emolument. 5 
0 Bor 
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BUT 200d rulers, are-2 publick bleſſing : and 
in a proper ſenſe may be called a gift of GOD : 


Za token of the divine favour to a people, over 
| Whom they are ſet. For ſuch have the good of 


| their ſubjects at heart, and exerciſe their political 
wiſdom and underſtanding, to diſcern the ſigns of 


the times: and their judgment with prudence; in 


concerting the moſt ſalutary meaſures : together 
with ſtedfaſt and unſhaken fortitude, purſue them 
for the publick good: improving every favour- 
able opportunity, to promote the intereſt. and . 


happineſs of their ſubjects. 


WIEN civil ee e keep their eye upon : 
the proper object, and wiſely purſue the true end 


85 of government, diſcharging the duties of their 


5 reſpective departments; not with contracted ſelf- 
iſh views, but with a ſpirit of true patriotiſm; a 


people under ſuch government, can hardly fail of 


being happy: except, by a perverſe and wil- 


ful neglect, or vile abuſe, of what, in its own 


nature, if duly improved, would conduce to their 
» real advantage. 


SECONDLY, LE 
; THAT civil miniſters of 60D may reach 
the end of their appointment, /zhe Sublick good), 
it 1s s neceſſary that oy be zealous e 9 
5 eee 
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religion ; and ſteady upholders of the publick 
worſhip of GOD. 

AS religion is the higheſt glory of a Peoples 1 
and morality and vertue, neceſſary for the good 
of the ſtate; it is not aſide from the character 

of civil rulers, but the nobleſt branch of it; to 
bde zealous promoters of vertue and the public 
ſervice of GOD: as nurſing fathers to his church 2 
and people. 
| KING David's heart was warmly engaged in 
this matter. What an extaſy was he in? Leaped 
Har joy: yea danced with all his might, at the tran- 
| Mlatfon of the ark. And again he lays, I was glad 
whin they ſaid unto me, let us go into the houſe 
of the LORD.“ Yea, the Zeal of 60D houſe | 
eat him up. = 
__ KING ann not only worſhipped 60D | 
with others, but he himſelf lead the devotion ; 
be prayed with and for his ſubjects, at that 
memorable tranſaction, the dedication of the 
temple. And ſeemed then to lay in a fund of 
players for them; that if in any future time, they 
ſhould be brought into tribulation and diſtreſs. 
and ſhould then pray to GOD ; towards (the 
holy temple as a he of CHRIST) that tbe 
LORD would bear DO. e Vine and : 


es 9 8 85 * . 
50 _ KING | 
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KING Aſa commanded Judah to ſeek the LORD 
GOD of their fathers, and to ds the law and the 
commandment. . 
75 HEZEKIAH, from the moment he beten to 
reign, expreſſed his zeal for the ſervice of GOD; 
He brought in the 775 and leviter to cleanſe the . 
Bout of the LORD. ; 
AND good Joſiah roftored the true worſhip. 
öl GOD ; not only in Judah, but in the ten 
| tribes alſo : he repaired the LORD's houſe, and . 

ordered the book of the law to be read. 8 7 
NO one, who allows religion to be beneficial 


to the ſtate, can heſitate a moment, whether it 


be conducive to the publick intereſt, and good of 


mankind ; for civil rulers zealouſly to concern 


EE themſelves in promoting religion and vertue. 
And examples, eſpecially in high characters, 
ſeem to carry in them the force of commands; 


- for they are, eagerly copied by thoſe in lower 


rank. 


THIRDLY, 
THAT civil miner of GOD may reach the 


end of their inſtitutiorf, he good of mankind ; tis 
requiſite that they enact ſuch laws, and form ſuch 


political regulations agreeable to the conſtitution. 


of the community, as are found neceſſary for 
: the | 


45 | | 25 II Fo Ig 75 0 4. | and chap, xxix. 8 II Chron, x3 xxxiv 5 chap. 
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the Gafety, peace, and good order of the ſtate. 
For no community of any kind, however well 
formed, can exiſt in character; without laws 
and regulations ſuited to the ſtate, and circum- 


ſtances of the body: whereby, every wholſome 


member of ſociety, may nd protection, and re- 
ceive benefit. For in a community wiſely formed, 
and duly provided with laws, and all needful re- 
e for publick; good; the weakeſt mem 
bers are ſecure as the ſtrongeſt; the poor as 
the rich; each having the ſtrength of the whole 
community, for his defence and ſafeguard. To 
provide which, is doubtleſs within the province 
of the legiſlature ; and the nature and well- - being 
of ſociety renders it neceſſary. And when this 


is done, and, provided for by the legiſlative body; 
a good baſis is laid, for ſooial happineſs, and pub- 


lick + : 


pee. if to ls. There . 
be added, ; 


' FOURTHLY,. 8 
A wiſe, able, and faithful nn 


Which conduces much to the publick emolu- 


ment, — the peace and happineſs of ſociety; and 


is abſolutely neceſſary, to anſwer the great an 


good ends of government. When adminiſtration 
or executive power, is lodged in the hands of 


8 Aeetnigg, wiſe, and underſtanding men ; who 
, 3 execute 


. r ˙—˙·»—Ü < OOIp—_—_—_— P ²˙¹—ꝛnů UWQöwU ³O roo ooo 
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a execute the truſt repoſed in them, with {kilt, 8 
 adelity, and unſhaken fortitude, in the impartial 
_ adminiſtration of juſtice ; they become a terror 
to evil-doers : as well as defend the cauſe of 

the juſt. They act then in character. For they 
bear not the ſword in vain ; but are ſervants, or: 
miniſters of GOD for publick good. For Wen 
a ſpirit of mercy and truth, by which iniquity is 
purged, ¶ runs through all ranks and orders of 
men, in civil truſt and power, even down to the 
loweſt informing officer; it ſenſibly beats down 


the head of vice, and checks the abounding of ” 


iniquity. Tranſgreſſors will be afraid of the 
ſword ; nor dare reſiſt the power. For there are 


doubtleſs many perſons, of a vicious diſſolute 


character; who do not ſubmit and obey for con- 
ſcience ſake, yet would do it for wrath.— But 


9 5 if a ſyſtem of the beſt laws be enacted and pub= 
liſhed, yet if treated with neglect, or undue eke 


oeution of them; the good ends of government. 
cannot be obtained. 


*TIS therefore neceſary that there be ſet thrones 


of judgment: and they who fit thereon, be not 
only endowed with wiſdom & underſtanding ; but 
likewiſe deſpiſe the gain of oppreſſion, and ſhake their 


Band from holding of bribes and thence admi- 


niſter antes with an impartial hand; whence 
F e the 


4 Prov, xvi. 6. 
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the ſu! Net has a conflitutional right- to look for 
it. For be is the miniſter. of GOD to thee for 
ood. 
$ ' HENCE aith the prophet Amos ; ht judgment 
run down as Waters, and righteouſneſs as a be 
Areas,. 
THUS does the due adminiſtration of civil 
power, in the executive branch of it, diſcounte- 
nance and puniſh vice ; and eſtabliſh righteouſneſs. 
and truth : which conduceth much to the pub- 

Dd + good.— No doubt, but king Jehoſhaphat 
viewed it in this light : who not only provided 
good laws, but looked well to the execution f 
them. He ſet judges in the land, throughout all tbe 
fenced cities of Fudah, city by city; 2 ſaid to the 
Judges, take heed what ye do : for ye judge not for 
man, but for the LORD, 40ho is with you in Jade 
ment. Wherefore now, let the 44 2 the LORD: --- 

Es upon you, take heed and do it. . - A noble 

ns 268 this, worrey of imitation. e 


= And FIPTHLV, 5 

[ OT THAT civil rulers may oc the end of their | 
inſtitution, /zhe publick good), tis expedient, that 

they countenance and encourage ſobriety, tempe- 
rance, frugality and induſtry ; ſo neceſſary for the 
= PRO f wealth and np. f And like 

. 


* Amos v. 24. x 2: "Chron, xix, 55 6. 
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wiſe duly frown upon, and check the oppoſite 
vices ; ſuch as intemperance, idleneſs, prodigality 
and diſſoluteneſs; ſo hurtful to the publick and 
deſtructive to individuals. For theſe have a train 
of other vices, they are either connected with, 
or productive of; which prey upon the vitals of 
the ſtate, ſap the foundation of government, and 
produce much diſorder tending to a general ruin. 
Theſe are ſome of the fins of Sodom, which brought = 
down the judgments of Heaven, to the overthrow 
of the city, and the deſtraction of its incorrigi— 
bly wicked inhabitants. Pride, /ullneſs of bread, 


and abundance of idleneſs was in ber, & To frown 
upon, and correct ſuch vices and deſtructive evils, a 
is within the magiſtrates claim ; whote end 1 is the 


publick peace and happineſs. 
__ GOUD rulers, affiduouſly attentive to their 
work, will view themſelves under ſacred obliga- 
tions, to exerciſe their vigilance and authority, 


= ſuppreſs vice ; and encourage vertue in every 


| ſpecies of it. For they are not a terror to good 
works, but to the evil. If thou do that which rs 


evil, be afraid; (fays the Apoſtle), for be beareth _ 


not the ſword i in vain ; but is by office (as GOD's 
civil miniſter 3) 4 revenger, 70 execute wrath upor =} 


- vim that doth evil. 


To obſerve once | more, To . 55 
derne, 


5 a Ezek. XV1. 49. 
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SIXTHLY, 
CIVIL miniſters, (as an Spline of 60D) 


are for publick gocd, when they are ſuitably a 
tentive to the duties of their reſpective. oY 


ments ; devoting their time and talents, ſo far, as 


the bufinels of government requires, to ſecure and 


advance the publick intereſt. St. Paul calls them 
GOD's miniſters, attending continually upon this very 


| thing. Being induſtrious to know the ſtate of the 
community; and feel their relation to the ſubjects 
with a tender affection for them. 


THUS did Jehoſhaphat, by viſiting his kingdom 


: through all his dominions, in his own perſon; 
after he had done it by his officers. And by this 


practice, he became perſonally acquainted with 


bhe ſtate of his ſubjects; corrected the diſorders 
be found; and provided what he Judged needful, 
for their future peace and happineſs. 4 


WISE rulers will not fail of being publick be- 


Fa when they feel a benevolency of heart 
to their ſubjects; as nurſing fathers, and guardi- 
ans of their rights and privileges: - when they 

are eaſy of ents. by the loweſt of the people i =: 
their diſtrefſes :—ready to redreſs their grievan= 


ces :— defend the poor, prone” the widow and 
5 - the fatherleſs. ; 


T HE buſineſs of government, becomes 1 
_ patkively ” 


42 big 1 Chron, aix, 4, and 7 ae. 7 
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paratively eaſy, when they rule in the hearts of 
- the people: who will then find it their pleaſure, 
as well as duty, to yield a chearful ſubjection; 
not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſabe.— 
When this is the happy caſe, government is well 
eſtabliſhed. The ſubject will love, honour, and 
revere the magiſtrate. And rulers will hold the 
reins with eaſe, and govern the affairs of ftate 
with pleaſure : proving themſelves, to be civil 
| miniſters of GOD, for publick good to the peo- 
ple. And when their whole character is brought 
into view, it evidently appears, that the great and 
primary end of civil rulers as a divine ordinance, 


| 1s, { next to GOD s glory / the good: of mankind. 


4 HAVE now gone through with my propoſed . 
plan, i in a doctrinal way; and the body of the 
diſcourſe being fo much of a practical nature, that 
I ſhall throw all the improvement I make, into 
- thoſe uſual addreſſes, which cuſtom has rendered : 
decent on this occaſion.- ; 
To which we now proceed. 


And Lo FIRST, . 5 
WITH all due deference to dignified TIO 1 
ers; and yet with a freedom becoming a chriſtian 
miniſter: I ſhall addreſs the honorable, the Go= 
VERNOR, the Drrurx-GovrRNoR, the AssIs- 
FT Taurs 
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TANTS in council, and the REPRESENTATIyES: 


ot the freemen, convened in general court. 


| Honoured, and mucy FETs SERA TOR 8 3 | 


1 HAVE attempted i in miniature to bring into 


view, the nature and end of magiſtracy. The end 
for which you are advanced to ſeats of dignity, 


above your brethren ; and the civil ſword put into 
your hands as an ordinance of GOD: not indo- 
lently to fleep in the chair of government; much 


leſs, wantonly to exercite your power, for ſelf- 
gratification and perſonal intereſt : but rather to 
improve it, with wiſdom, vigilance and fidelity, | 
for the publick emolument. 


1 Hs 1s the great, the worthy object, you are 


cConſtantly to hold in view, as civil miniſters of 
_ GOD, deſigned for publick uſcfulneſs—he good ä 


5 o mankind. 


AND we would this day, gratefully acknow- 


ledge the ſmiles of Heaven upon us; that our po 
litical fathers and- guardians, hitherto, have pur- 
ſued that noble object, with ſo defirable ſucceſs: 
for that many worthy deeds have been done by 
them. : 


WE conftide i in your HE abilities, uh e 


grity of heart ; that your patriotick fire will yet 
burn : : ſo that the. community of which you ate 


a 
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Aa part, may wg feel your benign influence, to 
their {enſ{ible happineſs and rea] advantage. Then 
will they fit under your 3 {hz do, with 
great delight. 

THE return ef this anniverſary day of clection, 
refreſhes our minds with our ELECTIVE PRIVI- 
LEGES : when the ſuffrages of the freemen are 
vrought into publick view ; and the chief feats. 
of government, filled, {by the good band of our 
GOD yet upon us. not with ſtrangers ; but with. 
our brethren ; who will naturally care for Our. 
ſtate. 

Hovokzp firs; 5 e 
WE rely on your integrity and e ; and 
| have a right to look to you, (under GOD the. 
ſupreme RULER) and expect to receive benefit 
from the exerciſe of that power, with which you. 
are inveſted. That according to your political 
IK Il, you will purſue thoſe ſalubrious meaſures ;_ 
beit adapted to promote the publick weal, and 
reach the good ends of government; ; (ſecurity, ta 
the perſons and properties of the ſutjeds :} ſor . 


which purpoſe you are now. Convencd, in your le- 


flative character. 


IIS not for me, (I am \ ſenſible) to put on dict . 
ator-ſhip. However, may I be permitted to aſk, 
: ee the ſtate of the college, does not merit a 


| are in Four” Fee deliberations 5 and clain; 
: your 
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your friendly aſſiſtance, to put it into a reputabls 
condition : beſt adapted to anſwer the important 
ends of its inſtitution ? 


THIS honorable General Court, need not Hs. -- 


informed, of the apparent neceflity of a new edi- 
fice being erected, for the accommodation of the 
ſtudents; and thereby relieving them, of the pre- 
ſent neceſſity, and great MER Cs of crow- 
ding into private families as boarders.- 
| HAVE not both church and common- e 
received ſignal advantage, from that ſource of 
light and knowledge; and might not more be yet 
expected, with growing increaſe; if that ſeminary, 
{the glory of the colony, meets with ſufficient en- 
couragement and relief, from the civil board ? 
II 1s therefore, earneſtly recommended to this. 
honorable legiſlature, that they would form ſome 
plan, or come into ſome meaſures, as their wiſ- 


dom ſhall direct, for the building of a new col- 


lege; and the granting ſuch other favours, as are 
| found needful ; for the future proſperity, of that 
ichool of the prophets. In doing of which, (tis 
apprehended), rulers, would act in character, as 
civil miniſters of GOD, for PONG good: to man- 
kind. — . 
But to proceed: : 

: WOULD it be unſeaſonable « on this 1 

: to alk ; b there not a $ growing evilin this colony, 
: 1 5 "we. 


2s Eleaion Seen! 3 


worthy of the attention of our civil guardians, 
to provide a remedy for? I mean the ſurprizing 
xumber of law-ſuits ; and ther iſſues ſo often pro- 
tracted. The diſadvantages of which, are too 
numerous and manifeſt, to need a rehearſal at 
this time. But ſhould this wiſe legiſlature, pro- 
vide a remedy, for ſo deſtcuQtive an evil; tis ima- 
gined, they would do real ſervice to the govern- 
ment in general; and merit the thanks of the 
„ 

ONCE more, (with indulgence). Do not the 


times beſpeak the attention of this honorable 


board ; to deviſe ſome method, to prevent the 
multiplying of vagrant beggars, and idle perſons, 
ſtroling up and down the colony * indangering 

our properties, if not our lives too, Many of whom, 

are well able to ſupport themſelves, and benefit 


the publick, if put to labour: which it appears 
= they have no diſpoſition for, if "OE can find but = 


a ſlender ſupport without it. 2 
THEIR beggary, and idle manner i ſpending. 
time, breeds many vices, detrimental to the ſtate : 
particularly, the temptation is ſtrong, for lying 


and theft: which lead on to high-way robbery 


and murder. To prevent which, might not the 
civil fathers of the people act in character, and 
ſerve the publick to good purpole ; by ordering 


ſuch vagrants to be taken up, and put to ſervice 
H | for | 
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3 


for a maintenance? Or if this be judged it impo- 
litick: May I yet aſk, Is tranſportation acroſs 
the Mendel practicable only from eaft to wet? 
Can there be no ſuch thing, as remittances made 
of a ſpecies, the greater part of which has pro- 
bably croſſed the ſeas; in the deſpicable character 
of convicts? But 'tis readily ſubmitted, to the 
ſaperiour wiſdom of this honorable legiſlature, 
to adopt the moſt ſalutary meaſures, for redreſſing bp 
our publick grievances. _ : 
_ WORTHY. ſenators, whom I honour Ane re- 
vere; we confide in your pious regard for the 
honour of GOD ; that you will carefully provide, 
all within your province, for the due obſervation 
of the Loky's-Day ; with a conſtant attendance : 
1 the publick worſhip of GOP. 
GREAT and important is the publick truſt | in 
your hands :—You will need the exertion of your 
ſuperiour wiſdom, and tried abilities; in your 
ſeveral departments ; to comport with your cha- 
rater, as civil miniſters of GOD, for publick 
good: and above all other dependencies, to make 
Him your truſt and helper, who is Wiſdom itſelf; 
and fays, By me kings reign, and princes decree 
Juſtice. By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the 
2 of the earth. + You will profitably con- 
i tem 9 5 the . which 80 kent to Ad. _ 
. I 2, 


K +; Fron. viii, 15, 16, 
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A Judah 45 BY nj min. The LORD is with 

you, while ye be with bim; and if ye ſeek him, he 
vill be found of you ; but if ye forſake him, be will 
forſake you. * On which important paſſage, the 
celerated Doct. Owen remarks ; © That the pre- 
«« ſence of GOD with a people, in ſpecial provi- 
_«« dential diſpenlations, for their good ; depends, 
on their obediential preſence with him, i in their 
„ publick adminiſtrations to his glory.” And if 
this be the courſe you ſteer, while you conduct 
the buſineſs of the ſtate, you will not fail of being 
2 publick bleſſing to this colony. And if you are 
faithful to ſerve GOD, and your generation, ac- 
_ cording to his will, until death; he will not fail, 


- to | beſtow "pon you, a crown of 4; le. 


; IN the next place, I hall turn to the miniſters 
of CHRIST convened on this occaſion. . 


mr e b FER ry dear Brethren: 


18 the great and primary end of the civil mini- 
ry, (next to the honour of GOD) the good of 
ET Dit is of ours, more emplutically ſo, by 1 5 


divine e and N as miniſters 


of religion. 


INDULGE me then, a brief attempt, to Eon 
your hearts and "mp Ons. with a lenſe of the 


peculiar 5 
1 I Chron, xv. 1 
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peculiar b 80 upon us, to fulfil the licted 
miniſtry, we have received in the Lord. 


"1 HE honour of GOD our SAVIOUR, who 


1 bled and died for the ſheep, is deeply Cons. 
cerned in it: our own, and the beſt good to the 


ſouls of men, depends much, on our hearty con- 


on with the benevolent deſigns of redeem- 
love; and in advancing the honour of diinne 


grace, in the ſalvation of men. 
THE important and arduous embaſſage we have 
undertaken, demands our attention; our ſtrict ad- 


| herence to the ſacred inſtructions given us: and 


with perſevering fidelity purſue our work, while 


we have a ſtanding in the Lokp's vineyard. 


WE are to preach like dying men, to dying 


creatures ; bound into the eternal world, to appear 
before GOD the Judge Fall: knowing that we 
may not long continue by reaſon of death. And 


ſhall not this, be a powerful ſimulus, to redouble 


our diligence, with fervent application, to what- 
ſoever our hands find to do, that will turn to a 
good account, in the day of the Loxp JEsus? 


*TIS true, we are ſet for the defence of the 


goſpel ; and upon occaſion, muſt earneſtly contend 
for the faith. But we have no time to waſte, 
in warm debates, about things not eſſential to a 
ſtate of grace divine conſolation—an holy life 
or eternal ſalvation. Which are apt to gender 
ſtrife, and create alienation and diſunion. 5 


Mar 


— — — 2 
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' MAY we not more profitably, for GOD and 


- man ; unite our efforts, to bring the divine cha- 


racter into view, and that of fallen man? to pro- 
_ claim the terrors of the LORD, againſt all un- 


godlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men :—to alarm 


the ſecure in ſin—and point them to the city 
of refuge :—to unfold, and evince the doctrines 
of grace, the grand peculiarities of the goſpel of 
JESUS :—to open to the view of our hearers, 
the goſpel way of life ;—acquaint them, with the 
terms of peace and acceptance with GOD, thro' 
the blood and merits of JESUS CHRIST; upon 
the plan of the new and well- ordered covenant; 
and beſeech ſinners in CHRIST's ſtead, to be 
reconciled to GOD : yea, compel them to come 
in, that CHRIS T's houſe may be filled. 
WE are to preach CHRIST, and 5 un ſcarch- 


able riches ©: and urge the importance of holineſs, 


both in heart, and in life. And in order to which, 


evidence the neceſſity of a new heart ;—of repen- 


t.gance towards GOD, and of faith in our LORD © 


_ FESUS CHRIST. We are likewiſe, to inculcate 
the duties of ſocial lite; with every ſpecies of 


_ chriſtian morality ; and preſs the neceſſity of ſub- 
L _ Jedtion to the civil magiſtrate, as an ordinance of 
60D: and that, not only for wrath, but alſo for 
conſcience ſake. _ 


LET us, reverend firs, by united endewours ZN 


„ ee 5 
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 flrengthen the things which remain that are ready 
to die And diligently watch for ſouls, as they who 
muſt give an account. And may we be honoured, 
as humble inſtruments, in turning many to righ- 
teouſneſs. And when we are diſmiſſed, From. 
our labours in the Lok b's vineyard ; may we 
then meet the rewards of the faithful, in GOD E-- 
| eternal kingdom. „ 


THE addreſs will now cloſe, with a few words 
to the aſſembly in | ban 


My Bbretbren, . 
ARE civil rulers an n eee of GOD, de 
ſigned by Heaven for good to mankind ? Then 
they are to be known and treated in character. Y 

Let none imagine, that 'tis characteriſtick of good 

rulers, to be all lenity and mercy ; for ſuch would 
not be for the publick emolument: the peace 


and good of ſociety. But if thou do that which 


is evil, be afraid ; for he. beareth not the Sword in 
vain, Nor may he do ſo. But he is the mini- 
ſter cf GOD by office ; a Prager to execute wrath. 
upon bim that doth evil.- 


AS you are members of ſociety, you are under 


obligations, as well as the rulers, to ſeek its good ; 


in promoting the publick wealth, peace, and hap- 


| pine ls: ſhun faction, and difcountenance = 
„ : groundleſi f 
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groundleſs ſurmiſes againſt the rulers of the peo- 
ple, which i! tolerated, will tend to enetvate the 
/inews of government; and much diſorder the 
body politick. But rather, render unto all their 


| dons": And follow after the things which make for 


peace, and things wherewith one may ediſy another. . 
Phat thereby you may ſtrengthen the hands of 
the rulers, and render government both eaſy to 
them, and beneficial to yourſelves : yielding ſub- 
jection for conſcience-ſake, under the ſweet and 
powerful influence of religion. Fear GOD, ho- 
nour the king, and pray for all in authority over 
us; hat we may lead a 2 2 and peaceable life, in 
all godlineſs and honeſty. * Depart from evil, and 
practice that which is good. Remembering, it 1s 
righteouſneſs, that exalteth a nation; but in 15 a 
reproach to any people.” || Pray for the peace of” 
FJerujalem ; they ſhall proſper that love thee. M 
And happy is that 1 95 Our - GOD. 1s the 
LORD. 4 


N Rani: wy. 19. CE im ni. . |. Prov, iv. 34. 
"Pak ci. 6. 4 Plal;-cxhive 13. . 
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